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To Whom It May Concern: 

This communication comes to inform of the continued envirorunental assault on the 
citizens of the Ashurst Bar/Smith Community in Tallapoosa County Alabama. Enclosed 
is my response to the notice I received from the U.S. Corp of Engineers of the Mobile 
Alabama Division just a few days prior to the beginning of the holiday season and the 
closing date for responses. As aJways the notices are never early or open for meaningful 
participation from the citizens in the affected communities. 

On Saturday, February 5, 2005 a garbage truck caught fire on Washington Boulevard. Tn 
my response (see enclosed November 24, 2004 letter) and request to deny the expansion 
I identified the lack of adequate fire and eme~gency services for our community. The 
Tallassee Waste Disposal Center landflll is located in the midst of the community without 
these safety provisions in place. Tt became apparent by this occurrence that emergency 
services are valid issues and the citizens of the Ashurst Bar/Smith Community are at risk 
and unprotected. 

The truck burned causing smoke, and debris was left on the roadside. We are concerned 
if there were any adverse discharge into our air and soil. Therefore, 1 ask under the realm 
of your authority for support and assistance to the citizens of the Ashurst Bar/Smith 
Community in getting their property, health, and well being protected. 

----
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VIA FAX. & U .S.MAIL 

Colonel Robert B Keyser 
Department of the Army 
Mobile District Corps ofEngineers 
P .0. Box 2288 
Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001 

AND 
Office Of the Director 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
P.O. Box 301463 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463 

Re: Public Notice AL04-02209-L 

Dear Colonel Keyser and Director Of ADEM: 

1bis comes in response to the above referenced Public Notice for the expansion of the 
Tallassee Waste Disposal Center (TWCD) located in Tallassee, Alabama, Tallapoosa 
Co\Ulty. 

On receipt of this notice November 12,2004, I hereby declare that this is neither an early 
notice or an inclusive effort for participation by the citizens of The Ashurst Bar/Smith 
Community where this landfill is located and as such is in violation of EPA's Title VI 
regulations. 

Furthermore the citizens and property owners of this community are in strong opposition 
to this new request for permission to destroy more of our natural resources. The residents 
are adamantly opposed to the existence of this facility in our communi1y as we have been 
for almost thirty years. 

We continue to oppose this operation because of the adverse impact it is causjng on the 
environment and residents of the community. We are concerned about air qual.ity. water 
run-off, Gleeden Branch's impact, local wild life water resources, displacement of 
property owners and area wild life, humao health, and the devaluation of our property. 
The Tallassee Waste Disposal Center is limiting our options for using our land, such as 
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build~ ho~es. ~rming. and raising livestock. Therefore we ask that you deny the 
perrn1t on this basiS . 

. Concern _exists ~: a permit ~or this expansion is not required. This land was not 
mcluded m the onginal ~t and was withdrawn from the expansion request under 
AL03-01881-R (see enclosure). Why are the requirements different now if the owner 
~require~ to acquire a permit in 2003 for the same pr~Iect and site? We contend this 
1s an expans1on and as such must undergo the usual pennitting process. 

Concern exists over the local authority, The Tallapoosa County Commission's absence 
of notification and communication vvith the citizens of the conununity. This land was not 
included in the original host agreement; therefore we ask you to deny the pennit on this 
basis. 

We also contend that the certification by the State of Alabama for compliance with 
Section 401 (a) (1) of the Clean Water Act should have been issued prior to the notice 
period. We are concemed that the disturbance ofthis additional acreage, of which the 
total acreage is not included, will degrade Gleeden Branch and as such ADEM should 
require a permit for modification. We therefore ask that ·you deny the pennit on this 
basis. 

The establishment of a borrow pit and a proposed retention pond is too generic and 
should be further explained as to use and impact on the most populated part of the 
community. A borrow pit and holding pond are breeding grounds for insects and disease. 

This notice fails to address access roads, the specific function of the truck yard and the 
incotporation of the new area into the existing facility. The locating of garbage trucks 
with remnants of waste within a block of our local church and citizens is a health 
concern, specifically air quality, insects and rodents. 

There continues to be concern over the existence of this facHity and its proximity to the 
natural gas line separating the existing facility and the new project site. There is 
documentation ofnon~complia:nce in regards to elevated methane gas levels. We have 
raised this issue previously and received no response. 

Documented is an incident of downstream turbidity from a failure during the construction. 
of a road that resulted in a non-compliance report. Therefore the development of a 
borrow pit in an area of erosion and poor soil quality is a concern. 

According to a letter from David M. Lovoy, Hydro geologist Groundwater Branch 
ADEM dated March 23, 1993; "The site is subject to severe erosion problems when 
vegetation is removed." Again according to his report, " Surface water dr~ge flows 
southward and southeastward through two int.ennittent drainage courses, which make up 
the majority of the space which are proposed to be filled. Surface water flowing through 
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these d.rai~ge. cour~es would flow southeastward into Gleeden Branch and into Upbapee 
Creek, wh1ch IS a tributary of the Tallapoosa River." 

~ater seeps determined in Mr. Lovoy's report occur on the slopes of this site, and, 
Th~se seeps may pose problems with construction and operation of the landfill. Of 

particular concern 1s the silt/clay layer at both the TWDC and the proposed Tallassee 
NortJ: Landfill." Because of these former statements on soil type, additional disturbances 
of soil and ground cover are environmental impact concerns. 

This report also addresses the soil make up and according to Mr. Lovoy," Cowarts 
Loamy Sand, 2 to 5 % slopes-- Deep well drained to moderately drained soils folllld on 
stream terraces and up1ands. These soils have loamy and sandy surface layers with sandy 
subsoils and an erosion hazard that is moderate to severe." As well other soil types at 
different locations that are also addressed in the report all indicate severe erosion 
problems. 

With the potential for erosion we are concerned about nm-off onto our adjacent 
properties. Section 4 of an Engineering Analysis suggests that the Silty Sand is prone to 
erosion therefore we are concerned about the usefulness of soil from a borrow pit We 
therefore ask that you deny the permit on this basis. 

We are concerned about well water contamination. Mr. Lovoy also reported that the 
Tuscaloosa Aquifer underlies the site. Specifically under the category of 
HYDROGEOLOGY it is stated that groundwater in Tallapoosa County (Area 5) is, 
"susceptible and highly susceptible to contamination fonn surface sources". "Since the 
proposed site is located within the recharge zone of the Tuscaloosa aquifer, it is expected 
to be susceptible to contamination on a lOcal scale." 

ADEM file records do not give a conclusive and final determination of water sources for 
ALL residents in the community. Even if limited use of well water exists this should be 
conclusively detenninea and water quality assured. 

It was determined in Section 3 of the Ashurst Bar/Smith Community Organization on 
Tallassee Waste Disposal Facility PreJiminary Environmental Investigation report 
August/September 2000 that a local spring used for human consumption is contaminated 
(see enclosure). We therefore ask that you deny the permit on this basis. 

We are concerned if in the event of a retention pond failure policies and procedures are 
not plaGe to protect the adjacent property owners. The Tallapoosa County Commission 
has not provided 1he community with an emergency plan. 

Additionally this year the commission reported the area·s emergency care ~ro~ider_was 
changing and the new service is now in the northern part of the county, which IS thirty to 
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forty-five minutes away. Therefore we are concerned about an adverse exposure and the 
lack of a response plan, so on this basis we ask that you deny this permit. 

5 

Because this is a joint notice from the US Corp of Engineers and the Alabama 
Department ofEnvirorunental Management I consider this a sacrifice of an independent 
analysis. Trus decision to act jointly I think is bias, unfair and indifferent to me a client of 
both the US Corp of Engineers and ADEM. This further supports my concern that the 
notice only addresses the fill of wetlands and not the total adverse environmental impact 
an the entire acreage of this expansjon. 

In the event of wetland fill others are to be bought into. In my letter dated October 29, 
2003 to Mr. Medrick Northrop I asked for the disclosure of newly created wetlands for 
those that are filled in. I have yet to receive a response so the question still remains. 

The U.S. Enviromnental Protection Agency Office of Civil Rights Investigative Report 
For Title VI Administrative Complaint File No. 28 R-99-R4 (Yerkwood Landfill 
Complaint) June 2003 made recommendations to ADEM to consider safety and socio
economic factors in siting solid waste facilities. 

This expansion moves a truck yard in the vicinity of the most populated area of the 
community. The location is at an intersection and at the foot of a small hill. Traffic 
traveling south will approach the area from a blind spot. This creates a potential for an 
increase in traffic accidents. 

Traffic and congestion on this rural road is an increasing safety issue with each 
expansion. Safety is an issue identified in the EPA 2003 report, as a recommendation for 
ADEM to evaluate during it's pennitting process. We contend that this further illustrates 
that a modification permit is necessary and though it is a non-technical issue, it is one 

. mandated by EPA. A safety risk is being created and human life is endangered. We 
therefore ask for the denial of the permit on this basis. 

The present notice list agencies consulted for input, however the U.S. Civil Rights Office 
of General Counsel NOT IN MY BACKYARD: Executive order 12898 and Title V1 as 
Tools for Achieving Environmental Justice report addressed the Departments of Interior, 
Housing and Urban Development and Transportation' s role jn achieving Environmental 
Justice. As fore-mentioned truck traffic continues to be a safety issue in lhis conununity. 
The road is a rural neighborhood street designed for local traffic and not eighteen
wheelers. We therefore ask that you deny the pennit on this basis of environmental 
justice guidelines on safety as related to Executive Order 12898. 

This expansion is within a half mile of our local church and will interrupt our local 
church' s worship services based on hours of operation This is disrespectful, a disregard 
for other mankind, and a humane injustice to the citizens of the ASHURST BAR/SMITH 
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COMJv1UNITY. Therefore because of this SOCIAL IMP ACT we ask that you deny this 
permit. 

In a recent study presented to the Alabama Environment Conunission in the context of 
disproportionate nwnbers of Solid Waste facilities in African-American communities in 
Alabama the Tallassee Waste Disposal Center is included. This community is over 90 % 

. African-American and these continuous applications for expansions and modifications 
without early and participatory opportunities from the Ashurst Bar/Smith Community is a 
serious environmental justice concern. In lieu of the fact that four of the five landfills in 
Tallapoosa County, where 80 % of its residents are white, have been in African
American O:nnmunities. This is a failure of the local authority and ADEM to their 
obligations to consider demographics in the permitting process thus violating our civil 
right~ laws. Because ADEM and the Corp receive federal financial support they MUST 
comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, EPA's Implementing Regulations 
and Executive Order, No. 12898 in granting permits. 

The TWCD landfill has a disparate impact on our community and any additional 
expansions and modifications are the same. Because these disparities are consistent 
throughout Tallapoosa County the granting of additional permits intensifies the problem. 
ADEM and the US Corp of Engineers are prohibited from taking actions that have effects 
of discrimination on the basis of race. color, or national origin. We therefore ask this 
permit be denied on this basis. 

It is disingenuous to reference this project as NOT an expansion when in fact it is a 
latera] annexation for use by Sunflower Inc. It would have been helpful for this notice to 
concisely identify what in fact this project is. Soil, water, wildlife and human health are 
being affected by this project and should be thoroughly evaluated by every involved 
regulatory agency. A comment period, inclusive of the community, to address all of these 
issues shouJd not be negated by a notice which indicates that wetland fill in is the only 
issue of concern. 

In conclusion just as the community has opposed the existence of this landfill for nearly 
thirty years, we continue to oppose this and all furore expansions and modifications of the 
Tallassee Waste Disposal Center. 

We contend that because the land use is being changed and permanently altered that a 
permit by ADEM is also required. 

We maintain this is a continuation of the violation of our civil rights on the basis of a 
disparate impact on the 90 % African-American Ashurst Bar/ Smith CoiD;Illunity located 
in an AJabama county that is 80% white. This community has existed for over 150 
years. This history is contrary to the insulting statements made by some that minorities 
are so indifferent to our well being that we have bought environmental damaged land 



FROM : ~~~~~----- FRX NO. : - Feb . 08 2005 04: 19PM PB 

beca~se o\ ch~pn~s.s of price. We believe that our community was targeted for the 
locatton of this fac1hty because of our race and economic status. 

W~ con~ue to site.~e lack ~f early and meaningful participation by community 
restdents m the declSion making process in regards to expansions of the Tallassee Waste 
Disposal Center. According to EPA, it is possible to violate TitLe VI or EPA's Title VI 
regulations based solely on discrimination in the procedwal aspects of the environmental 
decision-making process. (USPEA, Draft Title VI Guidance for EPA Assistance 
Recipients Administering Environmental Penn.itting Programs, Federal Register N o1.65, 
No.124!Tuesday, June 27,2000,39658) 

According to the EPA 2003 Y erkwood Report the following are to be added to, 
"ADEM's recommendatio~ among other things, are to add the following to its Powers 
and Duties: 

• that local solid waste advisory committees be formed to develop and review plans 
and policies relating to solid waste management. These. advisory committees are to 
be made up of community leaders, educators, industry representatives, 
environmental organization representatives, and the media. And 

• that a local Conflict Rc::solurion Program be established to resolve disputes over 
issues such as "traffic, buffers, land value, hour$ of operation ... " "Any such 
agreement may then be added as conditions to the permit issued by the Department." 

As property owners and residents of the Ashurst Bar/Smith Community we were 
excluded in this most recent process of expanding the TWCD. 

Because of the identified natural concerns herein for the soil, water, wildlife, social
economic and civil rights violations we request that this and all future pennit requests be 
denied for this and other future modifications ofthe facility as a whole, including new 
disposal cells and other projects.. 

• ;. :. • I 

---
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REP~YTO 

A'TTENTION OF: 

CESAM-OP-S 

=·-·-·- · 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
MOBILE OISTRICi, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 2288 
MOBILE. ALABAMA 36628~001 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO~ AL04-02209-L 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

AND 
STATE OF AL.ABAMA 

5 November 2004 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

WETLAND FILL FOR TRUCK YARD, POND AND BORROW AREA 
UNNAMED TRIBUTARY TO GLEEDEN BRANCH, TALLAPOOSA COUNTY, ALABAMA 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

This District has received an application for a Department of the 
Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 
1344). Please communicate this information to interested parties. 

APPLICANT: Tallassee Waste Disposal Center, Inc. 
At~n: Mr. D~rward Jackson, III 
Post Office Box 240489 
Montgomery, Alabama 36124-0489 

WATERWAY: Unnamed tributary to Gleeden Branch, off State Road 49, 
Section 26, Township lS North, Range 22 East , ne~r Tallassee, 
Tallapoosa County, Alabama. 

WORK: The applicant proposes to fill 5 _73 acres of. wetland in 
order to build a truck yard, borrow p i t, and storm wate·r detention 
pond. The proposed wetland impacts would b e mitigated through the 
purchase of credits from an approved wetland mitigation bank . The 
project is located adjacent to an existing landfill. The State of 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management has indicated that 
because the proposed project is ·not an expans ion of the landfill, a 
landfill permit is not required from them . 

The applicant has applied for certification from the State of 
Alabama in accordance with Section 401(a) (1) of the Clean Water 
Act , a nd upon completion of the required advertising, a 
determination relative to certification will be made. 

The applicant has certified that the proposed activity complies 
with and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the 
State coastal Zone Management Program. Upon completion ot the 
required advertising, a determination relative to consistency will 
be made by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management . 

.. 
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CESAM-OP-S 5 November 2004 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. AL04-02209-L 

This public notice is being distributed to all known interested 
persons in order eo assist in developing facts on which a decision 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers can be based. For accuracy and 
completeness of the record, all data in support of or in opposition 
to the proposed work should be submitted in writing setting forth 
sufficient detail to furnish a clear understanding of the reasons 
for support or opposition. The decision whether to issue a permit 
will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including 
cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public .. 
i nterest. That decision wil l reflect the national concern for Qoth 
protection and utilization of important resourc es. The benefit 
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the prqposal must 
be balanced against i ts reasonably foreseeable detriments. All 
factors which may be re l evant to the proposal will be consi dered, 
i ncl uding the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
c o nservation, economics, a esthet i cs, general envi ronmental 
concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wi ldlife values, 
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigati-on, shoreline 
erosion and accretion, recreation , water supply and conservation, 
water quality, energy needs, safety, food production, and in 
generaL the needs and \olelfare of the people. 

The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, 
and local agencies ·and officials; Ind-ian Tribes; and other 
interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of 
t h is proposed activity. Any comments received wi l l be cans'idered 
by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or 
deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments 
a re u sed to assess impacts on endangered species, h i storic · 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the 
other public interest factors listed above. Comments are u sed in 
the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/ or an 
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policv Act. Comments are also used to determine t he 
need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
i n terest of the proposed activity. 

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period 
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider 
this application. Requests for public heari ngs sha ll state wich 
particularity, the reasons for hol ding a public hearing . 

Evaluation of the probable impacts involving deposi ts of dredged or 
fill material into waters of t h e Uni ted States will include· the 
application of guidelines established by the Admi nistrator of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

2 
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CESAM-OP-S 5 November 2004 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. AL04-02209-L 

The National Register of Historic Pl'aces has been consul ted and no 
properties listed in or eligible for the National Register are 
known to exist which would be affected by the proposed work. This 
review cons~itutes the full extent of cul tural resources 
investigations unless comment to this notice is recei ved 
documenti ng that significant sites or properties exist which may be 
affected by this work, or that adequatel y doc uments that a 
potential exists for the location of significant sites or 
properties within t ·he permit area. Copies of this notice are being 
sent to the u.s. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
Division of Archeologi cal Services . · 

Preliminary review of this application· and the U.S. Depa rtment of 
the Interior List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 
indicates that the proposed activity will not affect listed 
endangered or threatened species, or ' thei'r critical habitat. 

Correspondence concerning this Public Notice should refer to Public 
Notice Number AL04-02209-L and should be directed to the District 
Engineer , U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile, Post Office Box 
2288, ~obile, · Alabama 36628-0001, Attent ion: Regul atory Branch, 
with a copy .to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management, 
Post Office Box 301463, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463 in time to 
be received not later than 6 December 2004. 

If you have any qtiestions concerning this publication, you may 
contact this office, Mr . Chuck Sumner, telephone number (251) 
694-3792 . Please re fer to the above Public Notice number. 

MOBILE DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Enclosures 
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1751 Cong. W. l . 
Dick inson Drive 
Montgomery. Al 
36130 
{205) 271 -7700 

FAX 271 · 7950 

270-5612 

field Offices: 

110 VukanRo:a4 

9irmingham. AL 
35209 
(205) 942·61 68 
FAX941-1603 

P.O. Box 953 
Deca tur , AL 

35602 
(205) 3S3- D l3 

FAX 340·9359 

2 204 Pi!r imeter Road 

Mob•le,Al 

36615 
{.20 5) 450·3400 
fAX 479·2593 

ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

March 23, 1993 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Gerald Hardy, Chief~ 
Engineering Services Br'anch 
Land 01vislon 

Oav1d H. Lovoy , Hydrogeologist 
Groundwater Branch ~~£~ 
Hater Ot v l s 1 on ,1-'~ 

Hydrogeologic S1te Evaluat1on 
Proposed Tal l assee North Landf111 
Tallapoosa County 

... 
' ' .-. i-J --

...y~ 

Guy Hunt 

Governor 

A hydrogeolog1cal site evaluatton of the referenced slte _was 
requested by the Eng1neer1ng Services Branch, Land 01v1s1on, and ts 
the subject of this report. The hydrogeologfca.l ev-aluatton ts one 
component of the overall permtttlng process. over which the Land 
Otvts1on of ADEM has prfmary author1ty. The recommendat1ons and 
conclus\ons presented tn th1s report are tn no way offered as a sole 
determ1natfon of the su1tabtl1ty of the site for perm1tt1ng. 

On December 14. 1992. a stte evaluat1on was conducted at the 
Tallassee North Landfill. Mr. Paul Hard, an engineer with Haste 
Away Group Inc. <WAGI>,- was present during part of the site vts1t. 
The hydrogeological site evaluation conststed of a wal~-through of 
the site, limited water well S"~ of the surrounding area, 
evaluation of the groundwater data from the subm1tted 
hydrogeological/geotechnical report, ·and a review of pub11shed 
geologtc infor~ation for Tallapoosa County. 

The depth to groundwater at the time of th~ site visit was great~r 
than 48 feet In each of the three piezometers . d1t\onaT 
piezome ers should be installed a1 the s1te to determine the lateral 
extent of the stltl~l~y layers and t e lateral and verttcal extent 
of groundwater above these layers. The~ fs subject to SPvere 
erosion problems when vegetation is removed. 

LOCATION 

The proposed Tallassee North Landfi l l is located on 30 acres in 
southern Tallapoosa County, approximatr 3 mi les north of the c i t y 
of Tallassee and 2 miles north of th~ la1lapoosa and Macon County 
border . The slte is accessed by Ashurst Road whit~ lnters~ct~ 
Alabama Route 49 one m11e northeast of the proposed landfill . The 
U. S. Geological Survey's 7.5 Hlnute Quadrangle titled Carrvllle, 
Al abama, sho~s the loc~tlon of the sit~ In the Sou t hwest 1/ 4, 
Section Z6, T~nship 18 North, Range 22 East {Figure l) . 

..._ . 
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The landfill ts located 1n the Fall Line Hills district of the E~st 
Gulf Coastal Plaln phys1ograph1c sect\on. The Fall Ltne H111s 
typically cons1st of gently roll1ng h11ls and valleys wtth little 
relief. The proposed site is ho~ever , located on terrain whtch ts 
relattvely steep wtth s1te relief belng approximately 83 feet over 
the 30 acres. 

Surface water drainage at the site flows southward and southeastward 
through ho 1 n!er~tttt~t-dl:.a.J~~ w1it ch make ufthe 
m~.Qr\ ty ~pace whl ch are p.r..o.p..Q.Ud to be _filled. Svr~e 
wat e fow1ng t hrough these dral nage courses would flow 
so~t~d_laio Gleedeo BranGA a nd i nto U~hapee Creek , which ts a 

...tif.[uta.ry of fhe Ta 11 apoosa Rh~ --.__ 

SOILS 

Soils information was provfded by th~ U.S. Department of 
Agrtculture's Sotl Conservation Serv ice <SC$) <~ennedy , 1992> as an 
"advance copy" that is subject to changes. So11s at the slh hav! 
been mapped by th@ SCS as follows: 

Cowarts Loamy Sand, 2 to 5 ~ slopes--Deep well dra1ned to 
moderately drained soi l s found on stream terraces and uplands. 
Th ot l s hav~ l oamy and sandy surfaca ay~c s with sandy 
l Ubsofls and an eros 1on hazard that fs moderate to severe . 
These soils are found on t he topographtca lly htgher locations at 
the site . 

Cowarts Loamy Sand. 5 to 8 t slopes--Deep, well drained, 
strongly sloping soils on uplands. Tfiese so~re su~e-c~ lo 
seV!re eros1on probl ems . Thty~4Ve loa~y surface layers and 
subsolls . -

The rema1n1ng so11 type found at the landf111 1s a Cowarts so11 
that 1s not part of the ex1st1ng so11 database, but according to 
SCS personnel thls so\1 1s stm11ar to other Cowarts so11s but 
w1th more restr1ct1ve 1nterpretatlons due to steeper slopes. 

Site observatfons of the so11s at the s1te and nearby outcrops 
conform to the SCS descr1ptlons. The outcrops displayed th1n 
organic rich root zones wh1ch grade tnto very pale orange, grayish 
orange to purple, poorly sorted, cross-bedded, coarse grained 
micaceous sand of the Tuscaloosa Group. Outcrops also dtsplayed 
lenses of micaceous silty clay which were several feet thick. The 
outcrops observed were severely eroded. 

GEOLOGY 

The proposed Tallassee North ~ta_!J underlain by the T u~caloosa 
Group of Cretaceous age. The Tuscaloosa Group unconformably 
overl \ es the pre-Cretacec,.! r. age metamorph i c rocks and is composed of 
unconsolidated, poorly SOI' '..ed deltaic clay, sand, and gravel. The 
Tuscaloosa Group strikes eastward and dips south~ard 30 to 50 feet 
per mfle and ts approximately 200 feet thick in the southern part of 
Tallapoosa County <Chandler and L1nos, 1978) . 
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Reg1 on a l grg,y_f!_d_w..at.e.r:-f~OW--:lL~JLe_!:t~~_jQ be .saJJthward towards the 
Ta~l!ROOsa R1ver and/or Uphapee Cree~ The depth to groundwater o1 
tfle Tuscaloo.sa aquffer, as determ1ned from the three exl sttng s1te 
p1ezometers at the t1me of the s1te v1s1t, was greater than 30 feet 
below land surface. Groundwater flow at the proposed s1te was 
determ1ned from p1ezometers dur1ng the stte v1stt, data supplted by 
Haste Away Group and 1nformat1on from the ex1st1ng landftll located 
adjacent to the proposed s1te. Th1s data also shows groundwater 
flow to~h-southwest at a gradient of 0.01. The average 
hortzontal component of seepage veloc1ty at the s1te 1s est1mated by 
HAGI to be 0.2 feet per day <Setp, et al., 1992). Thts ftgure ts 
based on slug test data which 1nd1cated a hydraultc conduct1v1ty of 
lXl0-3 to lxl0-4, a groundwater gradtent of 0.01 and an effective 
porostty of 0.3. 

~oundwater was encountered tn each so11 bor1ng above the uppermost 
s11t/clay layer and above other s,lt/clay layers . These "perched 
groundwater zones " are not part of the Tuscaloosa aqutfer but are 
zones just above the s11tfclay layers that form due to the 
d1ffer~nces in hydraul1c conductivity between th~ sllt/cl~y layers 
and the over1y1ng silty sands. The l~!:ral extent of the stltlclay 
layers ls not known but 1s be11eved to extend YOf s~ d1stanee J 

beyond the boundary of the site. Bor,ng logs and cross sections at 
the proposed sHe a1~ t~e adjacent Tallassee Hash Dhposa 1 Center 
show the same layers extend,ng across both s,tes . Outcrops of the 
layers have also been noted where water seeps o~r on the slopes of 
fhe exfstlng and proposed site. These se~ may pose prQblems vtth 
the construction and operat1on of the lanaftll . Of part1cular 
eoncern ,s the silt/clay layer which ts pre$ent at both the 
Tallassee Waste Disposal Center and the proposQd Tallassee North 
Landf1 l l. This layers 1s found a.t both sttes between ap~rox \mately 
300 and 360 feet mean sea level <HSL> <F,gure 2 & 3) . 

dd1ttona1 p'ezometers should e Installed at the proposed srte to 
determine the depth , thickness and lateral extent of the s'lt/clay 
layers and the thickness of the groundwater above the layers. An 
at tempt s~ould be made to deter m1ne 1f a groundwater flow dlrtct1on 
can be esttmated for the water located above the s,lt/clay layers . 
The depth , thickness. and extent of the layers ~hould be a 
determining factor tn the placement of the base of the landf111 and 
the location of monitoring wells. f tfi n wafer located above 
t fie 1 $ eont1nuous, the o ~tt 
tho ADEM n~qu1re en s for locatl n landft 1 above 
g ~~ndwiii~er an .!..!---a_yers w requ1 re mon1 torin_g . 

A limited water well in~entorv of the area near the proposed s,te 
was perfor~d !t the time of the site v1s1t. The wel l survey 
tnvolved drlv1ng the area around the landfill observing water 11nes. 
water meters, f1re hydrants, and interv iewing individuals concern ing 
the the1r source of dr\nking water . The results of this survey are 
that the major1ty of the res1dences in the area presently have 
access to the Wall Street Publ\c Water Sys tem. The source of water 
to severa l of the residences in the vi c1n1ty of the landfill could 
not be conf1ri!IQd during the sib visH. A~ part of t~e assessment 

~~~:~ s ofli~e a;~e~i !~!!a~s;"~, w!~f:so;fPfb:l stenter. ~_.nt~L~l~se 
0 e aquif~r and the source of dr1n~1ng water for residents 1n the 
a~-------
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Foliation planes in the metamorphic rocks beneath the Tuscaloosa 
Group generally dip southeastward 20 to 60 degrees . The metamorphic 
and igneous rocks of Tallapoosa County cons1st of phyl11te, 
quartzite, quartz diorite, amphibolite, ultramafic rocks, gneiss, 
and schist. These rocks are covered by a layer of saprolite, 
1gneous rocks weathered In-place, which is SO to 100 feet thick 1n 
most areas (Chandler and Lines. 1978). The saprolite may be present 
beneath the Tuscaloosa Group and thereby Increase the depth to 
bedrock. 

The 8 soil bor1ngs performed for WAGI encountered multi-colored 
silty sands and plastic stlt/clay layers. The borings penetrated to 
depths between SO and 115 feet below land surface. Sflty sands 
predominate in the stratigraphic section but 4 of the stlt/clay 
layers are greater than 4 feet thick and several additional 
silt/clay layers that are less than 1 foot thick are present tn the 
strata beneath the site. Boring P- 10 encounter~d a silt/clay layer 
17 feet thic~ - Waste Away Group's consulting firm believes the stlt 
clay lay~rs to be discontinuous lenses that do not extend laterally 
to any great extent. No consolidated sedimentary rocks, tgn~us or 
metamorphic rocks were encountered In the soil bor tngs. 

HYDROGEOLOGY 

The aquf fer wh1 ch underlies the s 1 te 1 s the Tu..s_c;.ii.l.QQ.S.L.!9 .. U.llir- The 
source of its recharge 1s rainfall of which Tallapoosa County 
receives about 52 1nches per year . The amount of rainfall that 
infiltrates the ground and serves as aqu,fer recharge is est1mated 
at 6 inches per year <Chandler , 1976). ~da's 1989 Report 
cKtegortzes the area encompassing Chambers, Clay. Cleburne, c-oosa , 
Lee . Randol~h and Tallapoosa counties <Area 5) Into areas ~here 
groun~water_ts susceptt~d htghly susceptible to cont~minat1on 
from-surface sources. Accorafng to this report , groundwater In 
!"mrtll'ern Talfapoo~acounty 1s suscept1ble to contam1na.tlon from 
surface sources. Sln~e._iha_proposAd_slig_Js located ~1thln the 
racharge z_~n_~_o.f_±b.e_...Iu.sa... aouffer. ! tlT"-apec!e..['...ta_be 
su~epfl6le ntam1nat1on on a local scale. The th1c~ness of the 
sear~ s, t~e clay layers an e depth to groundwater tn the area 
should reduc~the suscept1btl1ty of the s1te as they serve as 
natural T'ilters and retard the mov~rnent of groundwater and any 
contam1nants which may 1nf1ltrate from the surface. 

Groundwater 1s not heavily re11ed upon as a source of publ1c water 
supply <approximately lOt of water used In Tallapoosa County \s form 
wells) 1n Area 5 nor 1n the v1c1n1ty of the proposed Jandf111. Ktdd 
(1989), notes that none of the sed1mentary rocks or unconsol1dated 
deposits are tapped by public supply wells 1n the study area due to 
we l l y1elds of 10 gal/m1n. or less. Because of this, there are no 
~nown public water supply wells w1thln ftve (5) m11es of the site 
and the Tuscaloosa Group is not constdered a major aqui fer for th is 
area <K1dd , '989). 
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ENYIROJI.:MB.JTAl CONSULTING & £NG!NEEiUNG. ISC. 
CM/4< t.....W.-1 £llvt~<rillf • r.-.1 Sr~·"l 

Mr. Joaatl'..m Crosby 
Solid W:asu .&nlnch,l..and Divisi-:>n 
Alabama DepartmClll of En~ironmenw Manag!lJ!tnt 
1400 ColiMUil Blvd. 
~ont310mery, AL 36110 

Rt: JtevitioD tel ~r Mod.iftado.o ~uetr 
Tallassee Waste Disposal Ce:mt.-. hlc. 
TaDapooa County 
Permit N 62-11 

Dear Mr. Crosby: 

" , 
.... . --· .. -

·-

. ._ .... 
... : ,- ~·- . 

., · .. ·r 

. ' 

Please acoept tbis letter aa our request to wit'h4raw abe ~ition of rhc ~ IWit ~· located to the souill of 
tbe existing landfill, from our pe.rmit mocli.fication request. . ~ 

This pmoel wiD be added at a later dale along With other acljac:eru propenies. ~ 

Attached arc three (3) copies ot the nM9ed. permit. application This revised applicatioll shows the tOO!l 
~cd ~se ~d the acreage for dh.-posa~ of~W and: CID wastos. 

·Should you ~-e any qu.esticm or need additi.~ ~onruuion, ~feel free to give me a call. 

SincerelY. 
•' 

EnvirOmnemal C<m ultiogalldEngineering, In~. 
0 • 

C: Mr. D\lrliard Iacbon. Ul 
TWDCl 

---------------------101 MtU.k.t:r 1:190! • Monc,gc:.mery, Ahb~ 36ll7 
(334) 271·2~27 • Fu: (334j 271-5722 

-------···--
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Regulatory Branch 
Operations Division 

Dear-

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
M061l.~ DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGIN~ERS 

P .0. BOX 2288 
MOBILE, AL 36628-0001 

2 7 OCT 2003 

Senator Jeff Sessions has provided the Mobile District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, a 
copy of your letter regarding the expansion of the Sunflower Landfill, and asked that we reply 
directly to you. 

As we had written you in July 2003, the Tallassee Waste Disposal Center, Inc. (TWDCI), 
requested a Department of the Army (DOA) permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act, to fill 7.46 acres of wetlands to expand its _existing laodfJ..ll.o:oJo an a4joining 200~ 
On June 13, 2003, a public notice of the proposed project was issued, seeking Federal and State 
agency comments, as well as comments from the public. Your letter opposing the project was 
one ofmany we recejved in response to our pubti<.:·noticc. - · · 

Our review of the project led us to conclude that the landfill could likely be expanded 
without impacting wetlands. We notified TWDCI's consultant that we were SU$pendin.g 
evaluation of the permit application pending a decision by the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management (ADEM) whether it would permit the expansion of the landfill onto 
the new tract. We learned from ADl~M that although TWDCI wa<; issued a solid waste pennit 
this week for modifications within the exjstiog landfill boundaries, TWDCI has not applied to 
the State for expansion of the landfill into the additional tract. Since no application has been 
made to the State, we are notifying TWDCI that we are canceling their DOA pennit application. 
Should a new application be ~de in the future, we will issue another public notice, which you 
"vm be ·proviaed. · -

If you wish to discuss th.is matter in more detail, please telephone IV1r. Medrick Northrop of 
our Regulatory Office at (251) 694-4611. · 

. ··· .. :: . .. .. .. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Robert B. KZser 
Colonel1 Corps of Engineers 
Di~trict Engineer 




